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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Each one of us is called to holiness.  

 

The feast of All Saints that we celebrated on the 1st 

November is when we remember not only all those 

saints who have been canonised or beatified, but 

perhaps more importantly all those saints known only to 

God – and to us - who are joined with him in heaven.  

 

The Old Testament and the New Testament of the Bible 

are made up of many books, many words and many 

stories of God’s intervention in the world that we live in. 

 

The gospel passage that is read on this feast is the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus taught 

the Beatitudes.(Matt.5:1-12)  Is it possible that the blueprint to holiness is contained in this 

teaching of Jesus? 

 

The feast of All Saints is followed on the very next day with the commemoration of All Souls. 

This is a day set aside in the Church’s calendar to pray for the faithful departed, when as we are 

told by Pope Benedict XVI in his introduction to the mass we renew our hope in eternal life. This 

hope is reflected in the prayers that are said throughout this mass. 

 

Pope Benedict goes on to explain this hope and belief by reminding us that ‘…the prayer of a 

pilgrim soul in the world can help another soul that is being purified after death. This is why the 

Church invites us today to pray for our beloved deceased and to pause at their tombs in the 

cemeteries.’ 
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As we enter another period of lockdown in our country this will have a direct effect on churches 

being open for the celebration of mass. The Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales 

have issued this statement: 

‘The announcement of a new ‘national lockdown’ in England will, we know, bring hardship, 
distress and suffering to many.  We must hope and pray that this is an effective strategy 
against a growing pandemic which has tragically taken so many lives already and threatens so 
many more. 
Faith communities have played a vital role in sustaining personal, spiritual and mental health 
and encouraging vital charitable activities, which support hundreds of thousands of people in 
all sections of the community, especially the most vulnerable.  That critical service towards 
the common good of all is created and sustained by communal worship and prayer.  Part of 
this selfless giving has been a strong ethic of responsibility in the way in which we have 
reopened our churches so that essential worship has been enabled.  Our communities have 
done a great deal to make our churches safe places in which all have been able to gather in 
supervised and disciplined ways. 
It is thus a source of deep anguish now that the 
Government is requiring, once again, the 
cessation of public communal worship.  Whilst 
we understand the many difficult decisions 
facing the Government, we have not yet seen 
any evidence whatsoever that would make the 
banning of communal worship, with all its 
human costs, a productive part of combatting 
the virus.  We ask the Government to produce 
this evidence that justifies the cessation of acts of public worship. 
To counter the virus we will, as a society, need to make sustained sacrifices for months to 
come. In requiring this sacrifice, the Government has a profound responsibility to show why it 
has taken particular decisions.  Not doing so risks eroding the unity we need as we enter a 
most difficult period for our country. 
The Prime Minister has stated that the draft legislation will be placed before Parliament on 
Monday 2 November.  Members of Parliament will have the opportunity to discuss the issues 
and vote on the proposed national restrictions.  In this short timeframe, questions can be 
raised with our elected Members of Parliament regarding the cessation of public common 
worship. They are in a position to require the Government to publish the data that drives the 
decision to cease public worship under these restrictions.’ 
 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
President 
Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP 
Vice-President 
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You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday streamed live from St. Chad’s 
Cathedral and here is the link to access these: 

www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 

 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday mass available online after 12 midday 

every Saturday. Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the Redemptorist 

community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online 

 

The ‘Wednesday Word’ is a resource you can use with your children for the liturgy each Sunday. 
Please find the link to this below: 

https://www.paperturn-view.com/uk/wednesday-word/wisdom?pid=MTA101634&v=8.8 

 

 

 

Lest We Forget 
 
 

 

This Sunday is Remembrance Sunday when we 

remember those who have died in conflict and in 

particular those who sacrificed their lives in the World 

Wars of the last century. 

 

‘They shall not grow old,  

as we that are left grow old;  

age shall not weary them, 

nor the years condemn.  

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 

we will remember them.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
http://www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online
https://www.paperturn-view.com/uk/wednesday-word/wisdom?pid=MTA101634&v=8.8
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What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  
 

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey newsletter: 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2020/11/Bulletin-Solemnity-of-All-

Saints-1-Nov-2020.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 

https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/31_all_saints.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Margaret Mary’s Church in Perry Common: 

https://www.stmgtmry.bham.sch.uk/newsletters/parish201101.pdf 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ-the-King-Ne

wsletter.pdf
 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 
 

 https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-1st-november-the-solemnity-of-all- 

saints/ 

    

                              Gospel Reflection – 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time– Matthew 25:1-13 

 

Earlier this week on the feast of All Souls we remembered and prayed for all  
those who have died. Praying for and remembering those who have gone 
before us is an important part of our Catholic tradition. 
 
The gospel passage for this Sunday brings these thoughts and prayers to the 
forefront of our minds. The kingdom of heaven is something that we are all 
looking for, that we believe we will all be a part of one day. The kingdom of 
heaven is where we hope and pray that those who have died in this life are 
enjoying the promise of eternal life. 

                               
                               The parable Jesus tells his disciples is an important one for us to listen to and  
                               understand. We have to be alert and ready for the kingdom of heaven as we  
                               will not know the day or the hour when we will be called.  
 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2020/11/Bulletin-Solemnity-of-All-Saints-1-Nov-2020.pdf
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2020/11/Bulletin-Solemnity-of-All-Saints-1-Nov-2020.pdf
https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/31_all_saints.pdf
https://www.stmgtmry.bham.sch.uk/newsletters/parish201101.pdf
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-1st-november-the-solemnity-of-all-%20saints/
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-1st-november-the-solemnity-of-all-%20saints/
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A Prayer for Remembrance Sunday 
 
Ever-living God  
we remember those  
whom you have gathered  
from the storm of war  
into the peace of your presence;  
may that same peace calm our fears, 
bring justice to all peoples  
and establish harmony among the nations.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord 
And let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. Amen 


