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Luke 20:27-38 
 

“…They will be like angels and cannot die…” 
 

Then some Sadducees, who say that people will not rise from death, 
came to Jesus and said, “Teacher, Moses wrote this law for us: ‘If a 
man dies and leaves a wife but no children, that man's brother must 

marry the widow so that they can have children who will be 
considered the dead man's children.’ Once there were seven 

brothers; the oldest got married and died without having children. 
Then the second one married the woman, and then the third. The 

same thing happened to all seven—they died without having 
children. Last of all, the woman died. Now, on the day when the 
dead rise to life, whose wife will she be? All seven of them had 

married her.” 
 

Jesus answered them, “The men and women of this age marry, but 
the men and women who are worthy to rise from death and live in 
the age to come will not then marry. They will be like angels and 

cannot die. They are the children of God, because they have risen 
from death. And Moses clearly proves that the dead are raised to 

life. In the passage about the burning bush he speaks of the Lord as 
‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ He is 

the God of the living, not of the dead, for to him all are alive.” 
 

 
 

Hello everyone, 
 

Sunday’s Gospel is incredibly fitting for the first weekend of 
November, the month of Holy Souls. Whilst addressing the 

Sadducees, Jesus reminds us that death is not the end. At a time 
when people all over the world gather to remember and honour the 
dead, we should find reassurance in our Lord’s words. Their souls 

are not lost, for ‘they cannot die’; they are with their Father in 
Heaven. 

 
Throughout the next few weeks, Christians all over the world will be 
visiting graves, to see them blessed by their parish priests. As we 
approach the dark winter months, the sky will undoubtedly be grey 

and cloudy. As an outward expression of their mourning, 
parishioners will likely dress in black. As a fierce, bitter wind blows, 
tears are certain to form and roll down chapped cheeks. However, 
despite the solemn and morose nature of this scene, we should not 
feel forlorn or dismayed. St John tells us that there should be, “…No 
more grief or crying or pain,” (Revelation 21:4) since, “…God himself 

will be with them, and he will be their God,” (Revelation 21:3). 
Although life is miraculous and precious, it is only ever short-lived; 
our true home is with God the creator. We believe that, when our 

loved ones die, their spirit returns to He who made them: 
 

“Our bodies will return to the dust of the earth, and the breath of life 
will go back to God, who gave it to us.” 

(Ecclesiastes 12:7) 
 

Understandably, death is married with dread, since part of our 
human nature is fear of the unknown. We choose to believe in the 
resurrection, since the Bible teaches us that, “…God's free gift is 

eternal life…” (Romans 6:23), yet none except the Lord have 
returned to speak with the living. We have no concrete evidence, 

beyond our sacred scripture, to confirm the existence of an afterlife. 
Instead, we need to be faith-filled and hopeful. These are the two 
Jesuit values we, as a school, are aspiring to throughout this half 
term. Hope in God should keep us from grieving (1 Thessalonians 

4:13). If hope and faith abound, we shouldn’t fear death, for as St 
Paul writes, death only brings us closer to the Lord: 

 
“We know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away 

from the Lord's home… We are full of courage and would much 
prefer to leave our home in the body and be at home with the Lord.” 

(2 Corinthians 5:6-8) 
 

We should see ‘death’ with our Lord’s eyes, as something to rejoice, 
since death is simply the route we must take to Paradise. As written 
in Ecclesiastes, “…The day you die is better than the day you are 

born,” (Ecclesiastes 7:1). Death should be celebrated with more joy 
and happiness than the best of birthday parties. It deserves this 
acclaim since it leads us directly to He who loves us, whose love 

transcends all mortality and time: 
 

“Nothing can separate us from his love: neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor other heavenly rulers or powers, neither the present nor 

the future, neither the world above nor the world below—there is 
nothing in all creation that will ever be able to separate us from the 

love of God which is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
(Romans 8:38-39) 

 
The Solemnity of All Saints 

 

  
 

On Tuesday, the whole school came together to celebrate All Saints 
Day. This was the first time we were able to gather in such a large 
number since before the Coronavirus pandemic! Key Stage 4 and 
Key Stage 5 joined together for a celebration of Mass at 09:15 and 

Key Stage 5 celebrated Mass at 11:45. Despite a return to vast 
numbers, the Sports Hall remained a silent and sacred space 

throughout the day. Pupils were persistently reverent and respectful 
throughout both services. It was truly a joy to venerate all of God’s 

holy men and women with all of our very own saints. 
 

We are incredibly grateful to Father Joe and Father Isaac, who led 
us in Mass. They reminded us that all saints began as the most 

ordinary of people; they faced the same challenges and temptations 
that plague our lives today. Many saints began with less than 

favourable lives: either in greed, ignorance or hatred. However, 
despite their humble beginnings, we now believe that they share in 
God’s Heavenly Kingdom. Throughout their lives, they encountered 
Christ and grew increasingly closer to Him. We were reminded that 

the same is possible of our own lives: any one of us sat in the Sports 
Hall could, one day, be a saint. 

 
In the First Reading, from the Book of Revelation, St John numbers 
the saints as 144,000. Fr Joe explained that, historically, believers 
had interpreted this literally, condemning the majority of the world’s 
population to Hell. He then assured us that all people are welcomed 
into God’s Kingdom; there won’t be a limit on admissions at the time 

of judgement. Truthfully, we are all on the same journey towards 
sainthood; only we can decide if we follow it to the desired 

destination. 
 

The Month of All Souls 
 

On Wednesday, the Church celebrated the feast of All Souls. On this 
day, we pray for all of the faithful departed who have gone before us. 

We pray for their place in Heaven, that they may rejoice in the 
eternal light of God the Father. We also pray that, with all of the 

saints and angels, they may intercede for us. We pray that they may 
continue to watch over us as life carries on without them. 

 
Throughout the month of November, this will continue to be a 

pertinent theme in our prayers. We will celebrate the Month of Holy 



Souls by praying the ‘Eternal Rest’ daily, during Form time, by 
participating in multiple services of Remembrance and by adding the 
names of lost loved ones to a memorial outside the school chapel. 

 
The memorial is dressed in black cloth, as a symbol of our mourning. 
On top of the black cloth are countless candles, representative of all 
who have passed away in our school community. Rising above all of 

the candles is our Lord, Jesus Christ, reminding us that all of our 
souls are in His care. His is the brightest light of all and we are all 

called to share in it. In the middle of the memorial is a tall tree, 
adorned in the autumnal colours of red, yellow, brown and orange. 

Students and staff are invited to record their own prayers on each of 
these leaves. Just as trees die in the autumn and rise again in the 
spring, we too will die and begin anew, sharing in the eternal life of 

our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 

Catching Up with Familiar Faces 
 

Earlier in the week, the chapel was aglow with smiles and laughter 
as three ex-students returned to the school for the first time in nearly 

50 years! With them, they brought several cherished items: 
souvenirs of their teenage years spent in the school, including old 

school badges, an old tie and an old class photograph. 
They recalled their memories of the school when it was known as St 
Agnes’, an all-girl grammar school, run by Dominican sisters. They 

were actually present as the school began it’s transition into St 
Edmund Campion, the school we know and love today.  

 
As they toured the building, they commented on all of the noticeable 

changes. They could recall when the Sports Hall was actually a 
series of tennis courts and a time before the current ‘T Block’ 

existed. Mr Oxley could confirm that at least one thing had remained 
the same: the sacred chalice used during the celebration of Holy 

Mass. The chalice was presented to the Reverend Wm Hopkins in 
May, 1891 and was donated to the school some time after. The 

three women were humbled to know that Christ’s presence within 
the school could be felt as strongly today as it could during the 

1970s. 
 

 
 

We’re On the Ball! 
 

On Wednesday evening, the Year Nine football team played a 
fantastic game of football against Erdington Academy. Despite the 

adverse weather and a brilliant goalkeeper on the opposition’s side, 
the team dominated the second half of the match and ultimately won 

7-4. They will now progress to the next round of the District Cup! 
 

We give thanks for the many gifts and talents bestowed upon us by 
the Lord and for our victory on this day! We pray that He may 

continue to bless our Year Nine football team as they continue to 
their next challenge. 

 
Get Involved Around School 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Upcoming Feast Days 
 

   
 

St Leo the Great  St Martin of Tours 
-10th November, 2022- -11th November, 2022 - 
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