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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

December 1st is the feast of St. Edmund Campion and is obviously a very important one for our 
school. 
 
Edmund Campion was born in London in 1540 at a time in history in our country when it was 
very difficult for people to practice their Catholic faith. It was mainly practiced in secret for fear 
of persecution, torture or death. 
 
Before becoming a Catholic, Edmund Campion was a member of the Anglican Church and had 
been ordained a deacon. However, he began to question within himself whether or not 
remaining in the Anglican Church was where his Christian faith could nurture and grow. This 
was brought to a head in 1570 when Pope Pius V excommunicated Queen Elizabeth I. Edmund 
decided to become a Catholic and  went on to study in France for the priesthood. He joined the 
Jesuits in 1573 and was ordained a priest in 1578. 
 
He returned to England in 1580 and became part of the many 
Catholics who were determined to keep the faith alive moving 
from house to house celebrating the sacraments in secret. This 
was always fraught with danger and in 1581 he was arrested, 
taken to the Tower of London, tried for treason at Westminster 
Hall and then tortured and hanged at Tyburn. It can be difficult 
for us to imagine the full horror of these events. The words of 
Edmund Campion himself at the time of his execution can help 
us and show us his firm belief in God: 
 
“ I am a Catholic man and a priest. In that faith have I lived and 
in that faith do I intend to die, and if you esteem my religion 
treason, then I am guilty. As for any other treason, I never 
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committed. I stand condemned for nothing but the saying of Mass, hearing confessions, 
preaching and such like duties and functions of priesthood. “ 
 
 
Edmund Campion was canonised by Pope Paul VI on the 25th October 1970 along with many 

others in England and Wales who were martyrs of the faith and have become known as the 

‘Forty Martyrs of England and Wales’. In his homily at the canonisation Pope Paul VI said: 

 

“ Faced with the choice of remaining steadfast in their faith and of dying for it, or of saving their 

 lives by denying that faith, without a moment’s hesitation and with a truly supernatural  

 strength they stood for God and joyfully confronted martyrdom.” 

  

                                    ___________________________________________________ 

 

Advent 2020 
 

As we begin our journey through Advent the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales are 

encouraging us to reflect on our vocation – our calling to live a life of holiness in our every day 

lives. To help with this the National Office for Vocation have produced a series of Advent 

reflections to make us think about the types of life that God can call individuals to.   

 

The reflection for Week 1 of Advent is on the call to lead a single life and the link to this is 

below: 

 

https://youtu.be/i1qmLfbyOAs 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/i1qmLfbyOAs
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What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  
 

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2020/11/Bulletin-1st-Sunday-of-Advent-

29-Nov-20.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 

https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/advent_1.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Margaret Mary’s Church in Perry Common: 

https://www.stmgtmry.bham.sch.uk/newsletters/parish201129.pdf 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 

https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-28th-november-the-first-sunday-of-

advent/ 

 

 

 

Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday streamed live from St. Chad’s 
Cathedral and here is the link to access these: 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday mass available online after 12 midday 

every Saturday. Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the Redemptorist 

community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online 
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                                 Gospel Reflection – 2nd Sunday of Advent – Mark 1:1-8 

 
The readings at mass this Sunday all point to one thing – the coming of the Son 
of God into the world. Mark’s gospel begins by leaving us in no doubt that 
Jesus was the fulfilment of the prophesy of Isaiah that we hear about in the 
first reading, and that a messenger would be sent ahead of him to herald his 
arrival. 
 
John the Baptist was that person – he knew his role 
was to prepare the way for someone greater and 
more powerful than him. Yet for such a key figure in 
the fulfilment of the Old Testament prophesy, when                

                              Jesus arrives he slips quietly into the background.  
 
John the Baptist spent his life waiting, preparing himself and others for 
the  Lord and he did so in the way in which St. Peter tells us to do in the 
second  reading today: ‘….do your best to live lives without spot or stain 
so that he will find you at peace.’ 
 

 

 

Let us Pray 

 

Dear God, 
thank you for the life 
of St. John the Baptist 
He prepared the way for Jesus 
telling everyone about God. 
Help us to be like St. John the Baptist 
and always be ready to tell others about God. 
Amen. 


